
חסידות

From the Chassidic Courts
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G E R  ·  B E R E S H I T ,  S E FAT  E M E T

God's original intent to create the world through middat hadin (the attribute of judgment) reflects the
proper standard for human will and intention—a person must aspire and intend to fulfill everything
precisely according to din, even though in actual deed this is impossible to complete alone. Because thought
touches its root while deed touches its own, one's will must remain aligned with strict judgment, and only
then does middat harachamim (the attribute of mercy) join in from Above to help complete the deed, since
Heavenly assistance comes specifically to one whose intention was rightly set according to din. A I  S U M M A RY

Rashi comments: It  arose in thought to create [the
world]  with  middat  hadin  (the  attribute  of
judgment),  and  He  saw  that  the  world  could  not
endure,  so  He  joined  middat  harachamim  (the
attribute of mercy) with it. Heaven forbid that this
should  be  a  reversal  at  the  end  [i.e.,  that  God
changed His mind after the fact].

Rather, it  must certainly be so even below, for a
person's will  and thought must be to do and fulfill
everything exactly according to din (law/judgment)
and according to the will  of the Creator. And even
though  he  cannot  actually  complete  everything  in
deed as it should be, afterward middat harachamim
is joined in. But the will must be in accordance with
din.

And it is known that a person's thought touches
the root of thought, and his deeds touch the root of
deed.  Therefore  it  arose  in  thought  with  middat
hadin,  that  the  will  should  be  in  accordance  with
din,  as  above.  And  it  is  true  that  the  deed  is
completed only with the help of the Creator, as it is
written, "to the God who completes [His work] for
me"  —  and  this  is  through  rachamim  (mercy),  for
with  middat  hadin  a  person  must  do  everything
incumbent upon him by himself. Only if the will is
as it should be, then he is helped from Heaven — and
this  is  [what  is  meant  by]  joining  middat
harachamim with him.

Translation: translated by AI (anthropic/claude-sonnet-5)
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