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“The  LORD  said  to  Abram,  “Go  forth  from  your
native land and from your father’s house to the land
that I will show you.”

AND THE ETERNAL SAID UNTO ABRAHAM —
‘LECH LECHA’ (GET THEE OUT). This means, “For
your own benefit and for your own good. And there
I will make of you a great nation whilst here you will
not merit the privilege of having children.” Thus the
language  of  Rashi.  Now  there  is  no  need  for  it  for
such  is  the  normal  expression  of  the  Hebrew
language as in the verses: The rain is over and gone
‘lo’; I  will get ‘li’  unto the great men; Rise up, and
get ‘lachem’ over the brook Zered; and many similar
examples.  Our  Rabbis,  however,  have  made  a
Midrash  —  (a  homiletical  interpretation)  —
concerning  the  verses  [addressed  to  Moses]  which
state, And thou shalt make ‘lecha’ an ark of wood,
and Make ‘lecha’ two trumpets of silver, since it was
not  his  work  and  it  would  have  been  proper  for
these  verses  to  be  stated  in  the  same  way  as  that
concerning  the  tabernacle,  i.e.,  And  thou  shalt
make the tabernacle.

OUT  OF  THY  COUNTRY,  AND  FROM  THY
BIRTHPLACE.  —  Rashi  wrote,  “But  had  he  not
already  departed  from  there  together  with  his
father  and  reached  as  far  as  Haran?  But  thus,  in
effect, did the Holy One, blessed be He, say to him,
‘Go still further away from thy father’s house.’”

And Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra explained the verse
as follows: “And G-d had already said to Abram, ‘Get
thee out of thy country,’ since this command came
to him when he was still in Ur of the Chaldees, and
there He commanded him to leave his country, his
birthplace and his father’s house, in which he was.”

But this is  not correct,  for if  so,  it  would follow
that  Abram  was  the  central  figure  in  the  journey
from his father’s house by command of G-d, while
Terah  his  father  voluntarily  went  with  him.  Yet
Scripture  says,  And  Terah  took  Abram  his  son,
which  teaches  us  that  Abram  followed  his  father
and that it was by his counsel that Abram went forth
from Ur of the Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan!

Furthermore,  [according  to  Ibn  Ezra,  who  says
that  the  above  command  came  to  Abram  when  he
was  still  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees],  the  verse  stating,
And  I  took  your  father  Abraham  from  beyond  the
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Ibn Ezra reads the command as given to Abram while he was still in Ur of the Chaldees, with "thy country,"
"thy birthplace," and "thy father's house" all referring to that original homeland, so that Abram's later move
with Terah to Haran was simply a stop along the way to fulfilling that earlier directive. Ramban rejects this,
marshaling proof from the verses describing Terah as the one who took Abram (making Terah, not Abram,
the initiator of the Ur-to-Canaan leg of the journey) and from Eliezer's mission to "thy country... thy father's
house," which is identified with Haran — showing that "country," "birthplace," and "father's house" all point
to Haran, where the command of Lech Lecha was actually given, not to Ur of the Chaldees. Both agree,
however, that the triple phrasing underscores how difficult it is for a person to sever ties with homeland,
birthplace, and family, intensifying the test of Avraham's (Abraham's) love for G-d. A I  S U M M A RY
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river and led him throughout all the land of Canaan,
should have stated, “And I took your father from Ur
of the Chaldees and led him throughout all the land
of Canaan,” for it was from there that he was taken,
and it was there that he was given this command.

In addition, the following difficulty may be put to
Rashi  and  Ibn  Ezra:  when  Abraham  commanded
Eliezer to get a wife for his son, he said to him, ‘But
thou  shalt  go  unto  my  country  and  to  my
birthplace,’ and he went to Aram-naharaim, to the
city  of  Nahor.  If  so,  that  is  his  “country”  and  his
“birthplace!”  And  there,  Scripture  further  says
[when  Eliezer  recounts  Abraham’s  charge  to  him],
But thou shalt go unto my father’s house and to my
family,  thus  clearly  indicating  that  there  (in
Mesopotamia)  were  his  father’s  house  and  his
family which is  “his kindred.” This is  not as Rabbi
Abraham ibn Ezra erred in interpreting, “Unto my
country,  Haran;  and  to  my  birthplace,  Ur  of  the
Chaldees.”

Now  since  Ibn  Ezra  says  here  that  in  Ur  of  the
Chaldees it was said to Abraham, Get thee out of thy
country,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy
father’s  house,  Abraham  would  thus  have  many
countries!  But  the  essential  principle  you  already
know from what we have written in the preceding
Seder,  namely,  that  Haran  is  Abraham’s  country,
and there is his birthplace, it having always been his
father’s  country,  and  there  Abraham  was
commanded to leave them.

In  Bereshith  Rabbah,  the  Rabbis  similarly  say
“Lech  lecha:  one  departure  from  Aram-naharaim,
and  one  from  Aram-nahor.”  The  reason  for
mentioning  out  of  thy  country,  and  from  thy
birthplace, and from thy father’s house is that it is
difficult  for  a  person  to  leave  the  country  wherein
he  dwells,  where  he  has  his  friends  and
companions. This is true all the more if this be his
native land, and all the more if his whole family is
there. Hence it became necessary to say to Abraham
that he leave all for the sake of his love of the Holy
One, blessed be He.

UNTO  THE  LAND  THAT  I  WILL  SHOW  THEE.
He wandered and went about from nation to nation,
from kingdom to another people, until  he came to
the land of Canaan, where He said to him, Unto thy

seed  will  I  give  this  land.  Then  the  promise,  Unto
the  land  that  I  will  show  thee,  was  fulfilled,  and
Abraham tarried and settled there.

The verse which states, And they went forth to go
into  the  land  of  Canaan,  means  that  he  was  not
heading for Canaan for the purpose of settling there
since  he  did  not  as  yet  know  that  he  had  been
commanded  concerning  this  land.  Rather,  the
righteous  one  set  his  goal  towards  the  land  of
Canaan for that was his intention as well as that of
his father when they originally set forth from Ur of
the Chaldees. This is the reason why Abraham later
said,  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  G-d  caused  me  to
wander from my father’s house: he was indeed gone
astray like a lost sheep.

It is possible to say that Abraham knew from the
first that the land of Canaan was “the inheritance of
the Eternal,” destined that His special Providence be
bestowed  upon  it,  and  he  believed  that  the  Divine
promise,  Unto  the  land  that  I  will  show  thee,
alluded to the land of Canaan either in its entirety or
to one of all  those lands [which together comprise
Canaan].  He  set  his  direction  towards  the  land  of
Canaan generally for [he was certain that] there was
the land which He would indeed show him.

UNTO THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW THEE. —
He wandered and went about from nation to nation,
from kingdom to another people, until  he came to
the land of Canaan, where He said to him, Unto thy
seed  will  I  give  this  land.  Then  the  promise,  Unto
the  land  that  I  will  show  thee,  was  fulfilled,  and
Abraham tarried and settled there.

The verse which states, And they went forth to go
into  the  land  of  Canaan,  means  that  he  was  not
heading for Canaan for the purpose of settling there
since  he  did  not  as  yet  know  that  he  had  been
commanded  concerning  this  land.  Rather,  the
righteous  one  set  his  goal  towards  the  land  of
Canaan for that was his intention as well as that of
his father when they originally set forth from Ur of
the Chaldees.

This is the reason why Abraham later said, And it
came to pass, when G-d caused me to wander from
my father’s house: he was indeed gone astray like a
lost sheep. It is possible to say that Abraham knew
from  the  first  that  the  land  of  Canaan  was  “the
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inheritance of the Eternal,” destined that His special
Providence  be  bestowed  upon  it,  and  he  believed
that  the  Divine  promise,  Unto  the  land  that  I  will
show thee, alluded to the land of Canaan either in
its  entirety  or  to  one  of  all  those  lands  [which

together  comprise  Canaan].  He  set  his  direction
towards  the  land  of  Canaan  generally  for  [he  was
certain  that]  there  was  the  land  which  He  would
indeed show him.

I B N  E Z R A ,  W H O  R E A D S  I T  D I F F E R E N T LY

GET  THEE  OUT.  —  God  commanded  Abraham
while he was yet in Ur of the Chaldees to leave his
country,  his  place  of  birth  and  also  his  father’s
house.  The  reason  God  told  Abraham  to  leave  his
father’s house is that the Lord knew that, although
he set out for Canaan, Terah would settle in Haran.
Terah  did  not  die  until  sixty  years  after  Abraham
left his father’s house in Haran. However, the Bible

does not tell us how old he was when he left Ur of
the Chaldees. After telling Abraham to go unto the
land that I will show thee, God revealed his secret to
him, for we read: and they went forth to go into the
land of  Canaan (v.  5).  It  is  also possible that I  will
show thee refers to for all the land which thou seest,
to thee will I give it (Gen. 13:15).
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