
חסידות

From the Chassidic Courts

What our Rabbis of blessed memory expounded as
disparagement  regarding  the  word  "bedorotav"  (in
his generations) can be explained thus: their intent
was that in truth it was meant for praise, for Noach
himself held this view in his own mind – that what
the Blessed One called him a tzaddik (righteous man)

"in  this  generation"  meant  specifically  in  this
generation,  but  it  would  not  have  been  so  had  he
lived  in  the  generation  of  Avraham.  Thus  the
seeming disparagement is in fact praise, for it shows
that he was lowly in his own eyes.

Translation: translated by AI (anthropic/claude-sonnet-5)

L U B L I N  ·  N OAC H ,  D I V R E I  E M E T

Why calling Noach righteous
only in his time is praise
Divrei Emet

Noach's own understanding that he was called a tzaddik
(righteous man) only "in his generation" — and would not have
measured up in Avraham's generation — reveals not a flaw but
genuine humility, since he judged himself to be lowly in his own
eyes. What the Rabbis framed as disparagement of the term
"bedorotav" (in his generations) is thus, at its core, a mark of
praise. A I  S U M M A RY
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