
חסידות

From the Chassidic Courts

"These  are  the  generations  of  Noach;  Noach  was  a
righteous,  perfect  man  in  his  generations;  Noach
walked with God." Rashi explains on "these are the
generations  of  Noach"  that  the  primary
"generations" of tzaddikim (righteous ones) are good
deeds. This is true, and it resolves [the question of]
why  the  verse  did  not  mention  immediately  after
"the  generations  of  Noach"  the  words  "and  Noach
begot." But the word "Noach" [itself] is not resolved
by this.

And  Rashi  also  explains  on  "he  was  a  righteous
man  in  his  generations"  that  some  interpret  this
lishevach  (for  praise)  and  some  interpret  it  ligenai

(for denigration).  Lishevach:  kal  vachomer (all  the
more  so)  —  had  he  been  in  the  generation  of
Avraham Avinu, peace be upon him, he would have
been even more righteous. Ligenai: had he been in
the  generation  of  Avraham  Avinu,  peace  be  upon
him, he would not have been considered anything.

This is a temiha (wonder/difficulty) regarding the
one who interprets it  ligenai — for the holy Torah
testifies concerning him that he was a tzaddik tamim
(perfect  righteous  man),  so  how  can  one  interpret
him for denigration?

Translation: translated by AI (anthropic/claude-sonnet-5)

R U Z H I N  ·  I R I N  K A D I S H I N ,  N OAC H

How can a verse praise Noach
yet also denigrate him?
Irin Kadishin

Noach being called righteous "in his generations" prompts two
readings—lishevach (for praise), that his righteousness would
have been even greater in Avraham's generation, or ligenai (for
denigration), that he would have been considered nothing in
Avraham's generation—yet since the Torah itself explicitly
testifies that Noach was a tzaddik tamim (perfect righteous
man), the denigrating interpretation remains a genuine
difficulty that must be reconciled. A I  S U M M A RY
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