
חסידות

From the Chassidic Courts

Parashat Toldot, 224

"And these etc."  –  "Avraham begot."  For Yitzchak
our  forefather  was  a  chariot  for  the  "Fear  of
Yitzchak," as it is written, "And [Yaakov] swore etc.
by the Fear of his father Yitzchak." It is impossible to
imagine  that  a  flesh-and-blood  person  could  bear
such awe, which was constant. And from the sweat
of the awe of the holy Chayot issues the river of fire
(nahar dinur). How, then, could it have been possible
for  him  to  unite  with  his  wife  and  beget  children,

were it  not for the attribute of  chesed of  Avraham
our  forefather,  through  which,  by  means  of  the
Akeidah, fire was included in water (esh b'maya), as
stated in the holy Zohar?

It also appears that this comes to teach that only
those whom Avraham begot are called the "toldot" of
Yitzchak, to exclude Esav, who is not called the seed
of  Avraham.  He  is  also  not  called  the  seed  of
Yitzchak,  as  stated  in  Rosh  Hashanah  (in  the
liturgy): "to his seed You shall remember."

Translation: translated by AI (anthropic/claude-sonnet-5.5)

G E R  ·  C H I D D U S H E I  H A R I M  O N  T O R A H ,  T O L D O T

Why was Yitzchak able to bear constant awe of G-
d?
Chiddushei HaRim

Drawing on the Zohar, the Chiddushei HaRim explains that Yitzchak's capacity to sustain a constant,
overwhelming awe, which otherwise would have been impossible for a human being, could only be borne
because Avraham's attribute of chesed (lovingkindness) was included in the Akeidah, joining fire with water
so that Yitzchak could unite with his wife and beget children. He adds, from the phrase "to his seed You shall
remember" in the Rosh Hashanah liturgy, that only Yaakov, begotten by Avraham's line, is counted as the
toldot of Yitzchak, which excludes Esav. A I  S U M M A RY
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